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Montreal human rights film festival





COMMUNIQUE - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Montreal 4th Film Festival on Human Rights

will take place 12 to 22 March  2009 in Montréal under the auspices of the 10th edition of the Week of Action against Racism at the Cinema du Parc and at the ONF cinema. www.ffdpm.com
Spokesperson: LAURE WARIDEL, co-founder of Equiterre, author and sociologist
Opening Film: “8” directed by eight renowned filmmakers.

Photoreporting on human rights

Montreal, Monday 26 January 2009 – The Montréal Film Festival on Human Rights (MFFHR) has the pleasure of announcing that the co-founder and President of Equiterre, author and sociologist, LAURE WARIDEL, pioneer of equitable trade and responsible consumering in Quebec, has agreed to serve as spokesperson of the 4th edition. The Festival will take place from 12 to 22 March 2009 in Montreal at the Cinema du Parc and at the ONF Cinema. Some films on the program will also be shown at the Museum of Civilization in Quebec City. “8”, a film directed by eight renowned filmmakers will launch the festivities. This year, the MFFHR will present an exhibit of photoreporting on human rights organized by Anthropographia. A competitive Festival, the MFFHR will this year again give many awards, such as an award by the public.

“8”, OPENING FILM, PRESENTED IN ITS NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE

In 2000, 191 governments committed themselves to reduce poverty in the world by half by 2015, by aiming at eight goals of the Millenium for development. The French producers, Marc Oberon and Lissandra Haulica, have taken the initiative, outside of official channels, to give “carte blanche” to eight filmmakers so they can express their vision of these fundamental goals. They are: Jane Campion (The Water Diary, shot in Cooma, Australia), Gael Garcia Bernal (The Letter, shot in Reykjavik, Iceland), Jan Kounen (The Story of Panshin Beka, shot in the Peruvian Amazon), Mira Nair (How can be it? shot in Brooklyn, USA), Gaspar Noé (AIDS, shot in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso), Abderrahmane Sissako (Tiya’s Dream, shot in Addis Abeba, Ethiopia), Gus Van Sant (Mansion on the Hill, shot in San Francisco, USA), and Wim Wenders (Person to Person, shot in Berlin, Germany). [Press kit and photos: www.8themovie.com]

PHOTOREPORTING ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Many photographs have over the years become the icons of another age or of a conflict. Anthropographia has organized a contest opened to all photographers who wish to make their works known and show their commitment in the field of human rights. Thus, 20 photoreportings chosen from 300 submissions will be exhibited in the Heart of Science Complex at UQAM and at the Cinema du Parc, and in the form of a diaporama on the sites and in the screenings of the 4th Edition of the MFFHR. [Information: http:// anthropographia.org]

A jury composed of François Bugingo (Journalist and moderator, President and spokesperson of Reporters Without Borders, Canada), Benoît Aquin (Photographer, winner of the Pictet Prize in 2008), Pierre Pascal (Chief Editor of the francophone magazine Cross-Border), Mary Ellen Davis (Director of committed documentaries) and Roy Hartling (Photographer) will award three prizes.

LAURE WARIDEL

As a sociologist specialized in international development and in the environment, Laure Waridel is considered to be one of the pioneers of equitable trade and responsible consumering in Quebec. She co-founded Équiterre, an organization dedicated to the promotion of ecological and socially equitable choices. A woman of heart and soul, inspired and inspiring, this young ecosociologist transforms words into tools of social and environmental change; and she has many times been identified as a new leader by major media outlets.

As author and columnist, she has published many essays, namely A Coffee Cause (1997) which allowed her to strongly launch equitable trade in Quebec, Buying is Voting, the Case of Coffee (2005), and The Back of the Plate (1998, 2003). She is currently working on a new book and directing a first documentary with the filmmaker Hugo Latulippe.

Laure Waridel has been nominated to the Circle of the Phoenixes of the environment, she is an honorary member of the Golden Key Honour Society of McGill University, and she has been decorated Knight of the Ordre de la Pléiade by the parliamentary assembly of the Francophonie. In recognition of her work, Équiterre and the Caisse d’Économie Solidaire have created the Laure Waridel Bursary in order to contribute to the elaboration and the dissemination of concrete solutions tied to many environmental and social challenges.

MFFHR: 7TH ART AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Like other major cities such as New York, Paris, Prague, Buenos Aires, Ouagadougou, Tokyo, Mumbai, London or Geneva, the MFFHR wants to emphasize through the 7th Art the importance of respect for human rights and liberties and pay homage to the many artisans who use their cameras to have an uncensored look on the human condition everywhere in the world. Through the presentation of documentary and feature films from many countries, and discussions following the screenings with its guests, the MFFHR wishes to create a space for dialogue on the issue of intolerance and denounce violations of human dignity. [Information: www. mffhr.com]

The MFFHR is supported by a Board of Governors set up in 2006 that groups individuals known for their social, political, economic and cultural commitment, and concerned by issues of human rights. 

The MFFHR is, since January 2007, a member of the Human Rights Film Network (HRFN), an international network created in Prague, in 2004, with the goal to promote committed cinema by making it accessible to the largest public, and to increase the distribution of films dedicated to human rights in festivals. Humanrightsfilmnetwork.org
The Montreal Film Festival on Human Rights (MFFHR) is grateful to its current partners: Images interculturelles, Amnesty International, CIDIHCA, and the Conference of Elected Officials of Montreal (CEOM).

THE UNVEILING OF THE PROGRAM WILL TAKE PLACE DURING A PRESS CONFERENCE, WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 25, 2009 AT 10 A.M. AT THE CINÉMA DU PARC.
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MEDIAS: MARIE MARAIS

514-845-2821- marais@cooptel.qc.ca
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